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The God of 1ſraei ſed, the Rock of Tfratl ſhake. tome, He that 


ruleth over men muſt be juſt, rulmg in the. fear of God. 


? 


ED Heſe words may be conſidered two wayes ; 1. As hold- 
| ing forth a Prophecy ot the Kingdom of the Meilah, 

who 15 the Mediator, Surety, and Head of the Cove. 
nant of Grace, for his People. In which Covenant Da- 
vid comforted himſelf es decayes ſhould befall 
him, or his houſe in after-times, 2. As holding forth 
PETTY a Rule for the choice and ordering of Rulers over men. 
According to this conſideration of the words, I purpoſe to handle them 
at th's time, as belt ſuing with the preſent cent And fo the words 
hold forth a Rule of Wiſdom, whereunto the Lord teacheth his People 
to apply cheir hearts, in ſerling Civil Government according to God's Or. 
dinance, fo as they may expect the preſence and bleſſing of God, through 

Jeſus Chriſt with them, and upon the Commonwealth. : 
\ I ſhall ſum upall in one Dotrinal Concluſion, which thall be this ; 


That it ts the Ordinance of God, in reference to Cru Government in 
| Commonwealths, that ſome men orderly choſen ſhould rule over other 
p men : and in reference tothe qualification of Rulers, that they be juſt, 
ruling in th fear of God. 


! . Which is twofold, 1. Concerning the thing ; that ſome men ſhonld 
rele over others, 2. Concerning the qualification of the perſons that are 

_ torule; that they be juſt, ruling 1m the fear of God, In this way of his 
Ordinance you ſee, in my Text, both thele are joyned together, aud noted 
as the Ordinance of God, in the Trinity of Perſons , God'*the Facher ; 
ſaid it, who is called the God of [ſrael, by vertue of his gracious Cove= 
nant with them': and God the 'Son ſpake it, who 1s filed, the Rock, of 
Iſrael, for that titlc1s aſcribed to Chriit the Mediator, and lecond Perſon : 
F 4 47 drankof the Spiritual Rock that followed thim, and the Rock was 
C 4 . 


x Cor. 
19.4. 


A 2 | And 


Ms. a. th. 4 


-— 2 
And rag both ſpake it to David by the third Perſon, the Holy Spirit, 


who-ſpake by David, ver, 2. But I thall handle them ſeverally. . 
7. The firſt, that in reference to Civil Order in the Commonweal, 
; orderly ghoſen, - ſhould rule over 
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That Power of Crorl Rule, by men orderly choſen, Gods Ordinance. 


| For, | | { 
| T- It is from the Light and Law of Nature, and the Law of Nature ; 
q  s God's Law. Ne ; 
| 2, The oxderly ruling of men "over men, in general, is from God, in : 
x Its root, though yoluntary 1n the manner of coaleſcing : It being fappoled = 
j that men be combined in Family-Soctety, it is neceſſary that they be 
L; joyned in a Civil-Soctety ; that union being made, the power of Civil. 
1 Government, and of making Laws, followeth naturally, though the man- 


ner of union, in a Political Body, is voluntary, That we defend-our 
: | ſelves from violence and wrong, 15 a conſequent of pure Nature : bur that 
| f we do it by devolving our Power into the hands ot Civil Rulers,this ſeems. 
3 to be rather poſitively moral, than natural. 
3. Becauſe this ſpecial Form of Civil Government of Commonweales, 
I by men orderly choſen, the Scripture afcribes unto God z and alſo Civil 
| | Government, adminiſtred by Judges and Magiſtrates, as Chriſt ſpake con- 
cerning Pilate, Joh.19-I1- Feſms anſmered, T how couldit bave no power 
at all againſt me, except it were given thee from atove : and they are ſaid 
to judge not for man, but for the Lord, 2 Chron.19,6. hence they are 
called Gods, Pſal.82.6,7. as appointed by him, according to Chriſt's ex. 
poſition of thoſe words, Joh.10.35, If be calleth them Gods, unto-whon 
the Word of God was given. Sce what the Wiſdom of God,, which 15 Jeſus 
Chriſt, caich in Prov,8.15,16. By we Kings reign, and Princes decree ju- 
ice. ens 
4 ObjeR. Fn x Pet.2. x 3,14. Civil Government by Civil Rulers. is called | 
a humane Ordinance, '&Jponip! x16, Cl el 
- Anſw. Nor to ſhew that it is a meer humane invention, and no-Qrdi- 
nance of God : for that is contradictory to Rom, 13,1. The Powers.that 
be, ar6\ardained of Gods ver.2, and ke thatreſiteth, refeſteth the Qrdinan. « 
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of God, Bult it 1s ſo called, 1. Becauſe men are the ſubjeRt recipient of 
this Power. So the Syriack exprefleth it, Leculhum benat auſho, Obey 
all ſons of men that are in Authority, 2, Becauſe the Choice hercunto 
is from God by men,. Dent.1.13. Bring you men of Wiſdom,and of {nder- 
flanding, and known among Jonr-Tribes, and 1 will make them Rulers over 


. 


you, 3- Becauſe humane Concernments are the proper objects of it, If 
then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, ſet them up which 
are leaſt eſteemed inthe Churches. 4. Becauſe the good of humane So- 
cieties istheend of it, * Therefore Duraudus, in his Book, De Oripine 
Faris, faith well, Civil Power, according to God's Inſtiturion 1s of God, 
and according to its acquiſition and uſe, itis of man, And whereas Peter 
extends this ſubje&tion to two ſorts of objects 3 to the King as Supream, 
and to other Governors as ſent by him, for the puniſhment of evil doers, 
and for the praiſe of them that do well z He theretoxe eſtabliſhech che 


Ruling Power over men in all ſorts of Magiſtrates, who may be ſaid, tg 
be ſent by the King, eirher immediate (as ſome are ſent by exprels de/ggna. 
tion of the Perſon toſuch an office ) or mediately, by his Royal Charter: 
given to Corporations, to chooſe from among themſelves, ſuch a'; they ac- 
count fit for ſuch a truſt. This is our caſe, who have by Pare a; fromthe. 
King, liberty and power to chule a Governour, and Depur: ,.Goyernour, 
and a limitted Number of Afiſtants, inveſted with Magif? ratical Autho- 
rity over the People. My Texc ſaith, He that Ruleth ove x. men, whecher 
as Supream or Subordinate, as being ſent by him upon T.nePeoples choice, 
muſt be juſt, ruling in the tear of the Lord : There? ore wemuſt diſtin- 
guiſh between Family-Rulers, and Commonweal h.Rylers : Family-- 
Rulers, #42. Husbands and Parents, are the Ord!r.ance of God, withouc 


dchgnation of the Perſons thereunto, by Comroiffion.fivm the King,. or 


 Ele&tion of the People : bur it 1s not fo witli Rulers.of the Common- 


wealth : For the deſignation of theſe, or thoye, to be Civil Rulers, lea- 


ving out others, is from God, by the Peoples free Choice, at leaſt by the - 


Suffrages of the major part of them, wherein. the reſt muſt acquieſce.: 
This Power of Rulers of the Common=-wealth. 1s derived from the Pe: p-CS 
free Choice (therefore 1t 18 ſaid in the Doctrine, being orderly choſen) ror 


the Power of Government, 1s originally. in the People, and that Three | 


Wayes : | 

I, Radically and yertually as in the firſt Subje&.. For theſe Reaſons; 
x. Becauſe, if living Creatures have radically in them a.power of ſelf 
preſervation, to defend themſelves from violence and wrongs ; men united 
19 Societies, being reaſonable Creatures, muſt have that:;power. in.a more 
reaſonable and honqurable way, to-put. this power into the hands.of Civil 
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Rulers : 


F 
E 
1Cor. * = [þ 

- c 
— ... 
'Y l 

. 

" , 


_ * ——_— I” nd 


6. 
Rulers ; nor doth a FORO, : 9 Civil Rulers, farrender fo 
much their right and liberty to their Rulers, as their Power, both Active - 
to do, and Pathve to ſuffer unjult violence, ſo as the People ſhall not have 
Moral Power to do, or avenge injuries, proprio marte, without puniſh. 
menr, 2. Becauſe, if men Unired in a Civil Soctety, may give Magi« 
Rratical Power to ſuch and fuch, leaving opt others ( then this Power 
was in this united Society ; but it was not in them formally (for then all 
ſhould be Rulers) rheretore this Power was in them only vir:#ally ; for 
Nemo 4at quod non habet, None can give that which they have not exther 
formally, or virtually in themſelves, 

2. Communicatively, By way of free Donation ; the People giving 
to this or that man, and not to others, the Ruling Power over them. For, 

1. In regular a&tings of the creature, God is the firſt Agent; there are not 
two ſeveral and diftin& aCtings, one of God, another of the People : bit 
in-one and the ſame ation, God, by the Peoples ſuftrages, makes ſuch an 
-one Governour, or Maziſtrate, and not another. 2. God regulateth his 
-Peopleexerciſing their P>wer, 1n chuſing ſuch and ſuch, and not others, 
£9 Rule oyer them ; rherejore they have Power tram God's Ordinance to 
doit: for none can regulate a Non Exs, nr will God by his Word re- 
gulate unwairantabl2 actions, as he doth this, Exod 18.2I. Moreover, 
provide thou among all : he People men of conrage, fearing God, men dealing 
truly, bating covetouſ; neſs : and appoint ſuch over them, to be Ralers over 
thouſands, Ruler: over hundreds. cc. Deut. 1. 16, 17. eAnd 1 obarged 
your Judges, that ſame time, ſaying, Hear the Controverſses between your 
Brethren, and judge yighteornſly ber ween every Man and bu Brother, and 
the Stranger that 2s with him ;, ye ſhall have no reſpect of perſons 1» judg- 
ment, but ſhall Fear the ſmall as well as the great 5 ye ſhall not fear the face 
of man, for the judgement is Gods, &c. HS; 
3, Limiwnvely; For the People {o give Magiſtratical Power unto ſore, 

as that ſt1}] they retain in themſelves thele Three Acts, 1.Thac they way 
meaſure out ſo much Civil Power, as God in his Word allowech to 
them, and no more, nor leſs, 2, That they may fer bounds and banks 
to the exerciſe of that Power, fo as it may not be exuderant, above the 
Laws, and due Rights and Liberties of the People. 3. That they give 
1t out conditiovally, upon this or that condition; ſo as, 1t the condition 

be violared, they may reſume their power of chuſing anorher. ; 

Thus you ſee the fhir{t part of God's Ordinance, concerning Civil Rule 
and Government 12: Commonwealths, by ſome orderly choſen thereunto, 
The ſecond parc of God's Ordinance 1n this matter, followeth, which 4s 
concerning the qualifications of ſuch Rulers over m2n, 


2. That 


7) 
" 2, That, as to the BEE, of Rulers over other men, 1t 15 God's 
Ordinance, that they be juſt, ruling 1x the fear of the Lord. 

1. They mwſt bs juſt. They are to. be termed juſt, in the ſenſe of this 
Text, whoſe wills are ſanCtified and inclined by the Spirit of God, to per- 
form to men whatſoever is due to them according to the Rules of the 
Nord. 1. The $9599 21 and efficient hereof, is the ſanCtifying Spirit : 
therefore ir is ſaid, the fruit of the Spirit 1s in all goodneſs and righteouſ.. 
neſs, and truth. 2. The proper ſubject recipient of this gift of Grace, is 
che ſan&ified will, into which*it puts a bent and inclination unto righ- 
teouſneſs. For the faculries of. the Soul are not by nature bent to that 
which is good, but contrary ; Gen.4.5. But unto Cain and bis Offering he 
had noregard, wherefore Cain was exceeding wroth, and bis countenance 
fell down, There may be light in the underſtanding, ſhewing what 1s 
g00d, bur that which inclineth to good muſt be in the will, Rem. 7. 18, 
22, For to will is preſent wth me, but I fi:d no means to perform that which 
8% good - for I dell ghr in the Law of God concerning the 1nner-man, He is 
truly juſt, who acteth juſtly our of love to Righteouſneſs 5 unjuſt men 
may do juſt actions, upon other motives, as Abſolom pretended, 2 Sam, 
I5.4. O that I were made Judge inthe Land, that every man which hath 
auy matter of Controverſie might come to me, that 1 might do him right. 
And the unjuft Judge acted in Luke 18. 4, 5. Though { neither fear God, 
or lowe man, yet becauſe this Widow troubleth me, I will do her right. 
3. The effe& of it 15 the performance of whatſoever 1s due to men. 
Hence Children doing their duties to their Parents; 1s faid to be juſt, 
Eph.6.x. Children obey your Parents 11 the Lord, for this u right. And 
of Servants to their Maſters 1s ſaid to' be juſt and equal, Col.4.1. And all 
things due to men are performed by living righteouſly, Tir. 2, 12. 
Teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we thould live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world. 4. The Rule is, 
not mans corrupt Reaſons and Aﬀections, but the Scripture. Mich, 6.8, 
He bath fhewed thee, O man, what is good ;, and what doth the Lord xe- 
quire of thee but to do Juſtice, and Fudgment, and to walk, humbly with thy 
God. 2 Tim. 3. 16. All Scripture us given by inſpiration from God, axd us 
profitable for Doitrine, for Reproof, for Correftion, for Inſirutiion in Righ- 
FeonmſneſS. 

-ixc Rulers over men muſt be juſt, 1. In their perſonal Converſation, 
elſe that may be applyed to them in Roy, 2. x3. T herefore thow art 1nex- 
cuſable, O man, whoſogver thou art that condemneſt, | for 12 that thou con- 


| denmeft another thou condemneſt thy ſelf, for thou that condemmeſt deft the 


[ame things ; and thinkeF thou ths, O man, that condemneſt bem which 
" $0H A 


Eph.5.9, 


Dext.1. 
16,17, 


($) 


do ſuchthings, and doſt the ſame things, that thou ſhalt eſcape the jndgment 


of God? 2, Tn thar adminiftration of Juſtice aud Judgment towards 
all men impartially, and promiſed, Pſal. 72.2. Then ſhall be judge thy 
People in righteouſneſs, and thy Poor with equity, This God required, 
Ex0d.18.21. Morcover, provide thou among all the People, men of conrage, 
fearing God,men dealing truly,bating covetouſneſs.&c. And Fob practiſed, 
Job. 29.14. and Samwel pleaded, when the People would alter the frame 
of Civil Government, x Sam, 12.3, Behold, bere 1 am, bear r:cord of me, 
before the Lord and before his Auornted ; *whoſe Ox have 1 taken? or whoſe 
Aſs have I taken? or of whoſe hand have I received any bribe, to blind mine 
eJes therewith, &c. to the Gth verſ, Wherein he ſhewed, I. His Inte= 
grity, in that he adjured them before the Lord. 2. His Modeſty, 1,1n 
that he ſpeaks only negatively, that he had done them no wrong, though 
he could have ſpoken poſitively of much good they had received by his 
Government. 2, In that he mentioned the lefler things, Oxen, and 
Aſes,. implying, that much lefs had he wronged them in grearer things. 
2. They muſt Rule in the fear of God, Which contains an 1t all mat- 
ters of Religion contained in the firſt Table of the Law, whereof the 
filial, reverencial, obediential fear of God is the ſumme and toundati- 
on and hcad-points ; Eccleſ. 12.13, Let ws hear the end of all ; Fear 
God, and keep bis Commandments, for this ts the whole duty of man, 
I Prov.z. T he fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge : The tear of 
God is a ſanifying gift of Grace, wrought by the Holy Ghoſt 1n- the 
hearts of the Elect, proceeding from a right knowledge of God, whence 
they exalt him above all, and are inclined to the obedieuce of his revealed 
will in all things. x, The fountain hercof is ſanCtifying Grace z there. 


Heb, x2, foreI call it a gift of Grace; Ler us have grace, whereby we may ſaſerve 


28, 


God, &c. 2. Thc principal efficient hereof 13 the Holy Ghoſty/fa, 11.2, 
And the Spirit of the Lord ſhall r:# upon bim. 3. The ſubject recipient 
of it 1s the heart of the Elect, Fer. 32,40. And [ will wake an everlaſting 
Covenaut with them, that I will aever turn away from them to do them gasd, 
but I will put my fear in ther hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me, 
4. The riſe of it is from a right knowledge of God, Fer.22.1516, 
Did nor thy Father eat, and diink, and proſper, when he executed Judg- 
ment and Juſtice, when he judged the caule of the atfiicted, and Poor, 
he proſpered : was not this becauſe he knew me, ſaith the Lord. 1. In his 
Soveraignty, Fer.10.6. 2, In his Immenfity, ſa, 40.15,&c.Beheld the 
Nations are 4s adrop of abucket, and are connted as the duſt of the ballanee, 
&c. 3, In his Omnipreſence, Pſal. 130. 7. Whither (hall I gofrom thy 
Spirit ? or, whither (hall 1 flee from thy preſence? 4. inins fatlkee: It 
w | 1s 
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9). 
i a fearful thing to fall into the bands of the living Ged,Hol.3.5. 1 Sam, 
12.24, 5: The property of it is, 1, To exalt God above all, as the 


highett obje& of oar ſubmulſton. Prov.22,4. By humility and the fear of 


the Lora, are riches, honoar, and life, 2, Afaance, Pſal. I47.LI, Bat 
the Lord delighteth in them that fear him. 2}. Love, Deut.10.12, And 
now Iſrael, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, bat to fear the Lord 
thy God, and to ſerve him, and love him. | 

And God is thus exalted, Tt. When his word prevaileth above all other 
words, I[a.66.2. To him will 1 [208 een to hinms that ts of an humble and 
contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my word. Acts 5.28,29, Did not we ſtiraitly 
cemmand you, that you ſhould not teach inthis Name ? Then Peter and the 
Apoſiles anſwered and ſaid, We ought rather to obey God than Men. 2.Wren 
the Onfnipreſence of God, cauſeth us to approve our ſelves, and wayes, to 
him. Gen.17,1, I am God alſuffucient walk, before me,avd be thou upright. 
Job x, 5, He ſanGtified his Sons, and offered burnt Offerings ; tor Fob 
thought, .It:may be my Sons have fanned, and blaſphemed God in their 
hearts. Eccleſ,8.12. Though a ſinner do evil an haudred times, aud God pro- 
long his dayes, yet I kyow it ſhall be well wth them that fear the Lord, &c. 
3. When the fear of God overcometh all carnal fears. Dan. 2.16,17,18, 
Shadrach,Meſhach,c+ Abednego, anſwered and ſaid tothe King, O Nebu- 
chadntzzar, we are not careful to anſwer thee inthis matter ; behold, the 
God whom we ſerve us able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace,& he 
will deliver 14 out of thine hand, O King : but if not, be it known unto ther, 
O King, that we will not ſerve thy God, nor worſhip the golden Image which 
thou haſt ſet up. Heb.11.27, fo 

Hence follows, x. A firm cleaving to God, in the obedience of Faith, 
Deut, 10.20. T hou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt ſerue him, and 
cleave to him, Thus they muſt fear God in their perſons, 

2, Intheir Families, Pſal, 01,2. I will do wiſely in the perfeft way till 
thou comeſt to me, I will walk in the uprightneſs of my heart, in the middeft 


of mine houſe, Now therefore fear the Lord and ſerve him jn uprightneſs Toſh. 24 q| 


and in truth, aud put away the Godds which your Fathers ſerved beyond the 
flood, and i Egypt, and ſerve ye the Lord, | 


3. *They muſt exerciſe it in their Civil Government inthe Common-. 


wealth, Pſal. 2. 10,. 11. Be wiſe now therefore ye Kings, be learned ye 
Folge of the Earth; ſerve the Lord in fear, and rejojce in trembling, 
P al. 27 . Co 

ILL, Theſe two, Juſtice and the fear of God, muſt be conjoyned by 
Gods Ordinance in Rulers over men, if they would have his preſence, al. 
iſtance, and blefling with chem in their publick Adminiſtrations, = 


B | Reaf,1, | 


Heb, IQ, | 
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Vſe, 
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Reaf. x. From the order of the 5.4. of Juſtice with the fear of 
God, which is as of the Effz&t with the Cauſe; therefore the fear of God 
is firſt to be exerciſed, and Juſtice is to be regulated by it, The Scripture 
plentifully (hews what a [trong and powerful influence and efhicacy, the 
true fear of God exerteth in reference to all Moral duties among men 
Moderation inFeſeph, whawould not abnſe his publick Authority unto 
private revenge, giving-this for his Reaſon, I fear God, Gen. 50. 19, 20. 
Mercy with the Midwives preſerving the Male-Infants, Exod, .21. Ju- 


2.Chron, Rice in Judges againſt Uſury and Opprgſion, Neb. 5.9. and his different 
C7. 


carriage from. former Governours, 1n eafing the People of burthenſome 
Charges, what he could, Pſal. 14, 15. againſt the prophaning of the 
Temple, and of the Sabbath, and neg!egyof the Prieſts and Levites, and 
the Marriages of ſtrange Wives, Chap. I 3. 

Reaſ.2. From the great Truſt commirred to Civit Rulers, 

I. Todo Fuſtice, according to Scripture-Rules, 2 Chrox. 19.6.7, 

2, To fee that others do juſily towards one another; for be #5 the Mi- 
mſter of God for thy good, ee. 

3. To protect men in every good way. x Tem, 2, 2. Pray for Kings, 
and for all that are in Authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life, tn all godlineſs and honeſty. 

4. To uphold the Churches walking in the order of the Goſpel, Iſa, 
49.23. Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fathers, and Queens thy unrſing IMo- 
thers, Oc. 

* Their End ſhould be to exalc Chriſt in diſpenſing his Government 
in Texts, Plal.2.10,1T.8& 72-1. to 18. 

Exhortation. x. To the Freemen, who are entruſted by the Com- 
muniey, £0 chuſe Magiſtrates by cheir ſufirages, to follow the counſel of 
Jethro'to Moſes, Exod, 18, 21. Moreover, provide thou among all the 
People, men of courage, men fearing God, Patrng covetouſneſs,&c, as Moſes 
did, verſ.25. which alſo (Moſes gave to the Tribes, Deut.1.13. 

eMotive.t. The choice of good Rulers will be a ftgn and pledge of 
Gods intendment to bleſs their Government and his. People thereby, For 

when God gives Rulers, whom he intends to make a blefting to his Peo- 
ple, they ſhall be ſuch as are bleiled ot him in Chriſt tor the good of that 
People, Iſa.1.25,26. Then I will turn mine hand pon thee, and burn out 
thy droſe, till it be pure, and takg away all thy tinn;, and I'will reſtore thy 
Judges as at the firſt, and thy Counſellors as at the beginning, tf this be 
neglected, the Governraent will not be bleſled, as the welfare of the 
People will be ruined. But 3f Chriſt bleſs the Governours, he ſhall be 
our peace, whatſoever Enemies come againit us, or rife up among us : And 
| he 
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he ſhall be our peace, when Aſhur ſhall come into our Land, 8c. hewill Mic. 5, 


raiſe ſeven Shepherds, and eight principal Men, that ſhall be our Relief. 5,6. 


But you have no Inſtance 1n Scripture, chat ever God was with a People 
to bleſs them, in a courſe of Ipeciai Providence, when they that feared 
. not God, were their Rulers, by their own conſent and cnoxce : Let Chriſt 
therefore have the preheminence 1n all things, and in your choice of 
Rulers tor the Commonwealth z and 1n order thereunto, ſce that the 
whom you chooſe to be Rulers, be men interreſſed perſonally in Chriſt : 
For when they that are called to Ruling Power, ccale to exert ic 1n ſuv. 
ſerviency to the Kingdom of Chriſt, there will be an end of New- 
England's Glory, and Happinels, and Safety. 

Mot.2. You muſt ſubmit to their Authority, and perform all duties to 
them, whom you have choſen to be your Rulers, wherher they be 200d. 
or bad, by yertue of the Relatiou berwcen them and you'z So Wives to 
their Husbands, though Unbchevers, x Cor.7.13. And Servants to their 
Maſters though froward, 1 Pet, 2. 18. Theretore as this ſhould Caution 
Women and Youngmen to beware of chufing bad Husbands, and Ma- 
{ters ; ſo, and much more, it ſhould Caution you in your chooting pub- 
lick Rulers, 1f you mind the publick or private good of yours, 

Mot,3. It men unjult, ge: that fear not Cod, be choſen Rulers of the 
Common-wealch, all the People arg in danger ot being puniſhed by the 
wrath of God for the fins of their Rulers; Bad men being in publick 
place, will give bad counſel to corrupt Religion, Ezek.11,1,2, Faqzanials 
. and Palatiah, Princes of the People, are ſaid to be the men rbat imagine 
miſchief, and deviſe wicked counſel wn the Cny ; the end will be ruine. See 
when the men of Shechem choſe a bramble, Abimelech, to be their Ruler, 
ſee Tudg.9.2,14,15,23,52,53. The fins of Feroboarn, and of thoſe that 
ſucceded him,their corrupting Religion,ruined not only their own Fami- 
lies, bur allo all Iſrael, which was threatned, x King. 14, 15. For the 
Lord ſhall [mite Iſrael as when a Reed ts ſhaken in the Water, and be ſhall 
weed 1ſracl out of this good Land, which be gave tothesr Fathers, and ſhall 
ſcatter thems beyond the River, becauſe they have mide groves, provoking 
the Lord to anger. The ſame beicl Judah tor the fins of Manaſſeh, Jer.1 5.4. 
And for the fins of other Rulers, by corrupting Religion, and unrighteous 
dealings, whereof the Prophets complained. 

Exhort.2. To thoſe, who by the conſent of the Freemen, are accor- 
ding to Gods Ordinance, t+ be inveſted with Magiſtratical Power and 
| Authority,to obſerve Hoſes his Charge to the Judges, Dext.1.16,17. And 
T charged your Judges that ſame time, ſaying, Hear the Controverſies be- 
tween your Brathren, and judge righteouſly, &c. and Fehoſhaphats, 

$2 2 Chron.19, 
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2 Chron. 19.9,10. 'Be wile es Rulers, and conſider that your 
Life, and all our Good, your Proſperity and Protection lies, not in this 
or that Politick deſign, or whatſoever elle under the Sun, Þbut alone in 
Gods gracious Preſencs with: you, Pſa/,4.6,7. Oh! provoke him not 
to depart from us, but ſeek the continuance of his preſence with us, and 
fiz your thoughts on the things which tend to allure Gods ſpecial pro- 
vidential Preſence with us. The things incumbent on you,1n order here- 
unto, are ſuch as reſpeC cirher Perſons or Things 3 my defite is to ſpeak 
in-love to the Truth and Peace. | 

I. For Perſons: Provide for the Protection, Encouragement, and 

Liberty of all thoſe whom God owneth to bs his People, that fear- 
him take care that they be not trodden under foot, nor ſwallowed 

up, nor expoſed to the rage and contempt of men ; only tor thoſe that 

walk orderly, and peaceably, nor offenſively to one or other, or to the. 
Church of God ; though they differ from others in their Apprehenſi- 

ons and Perſwaſions, though miſguided 3 yet are willing to receive 

Light in Gods way and time: Thelc are to God: as the Apple of his 

Eye, and let thar Safety be allo to yon. Be not ready to receive 11] 
rcports againſt them. Fer.20.10. Report ſay they, and we will report, 6c. 

Pſal. 15.3. nor receiveth a falſe report againſt his neighbour, x Tim. 

I. I9, 

- For Thizgs : They areeicher the things of God, or the things of 
Men : x, Fer the things of God ;, th2 publick Profefſion and Practice of 
Religion, which is in great danger by two extreams 3 miſguided Zeal, 
and Formallity :' Lec the Honourable Court therefore approye them=- 
ſelves to Rule 1n the fear of God, by their perſonal knowing, imbra- 
cing, and obeying the Goſpel of Chriſt; and þy their protecting the 
Churches thac are orderly gathered, and walk according to Goſpel- 
Rules, from the violence and injuries of their oppoſers, remembring 
that dreadful threatning, Iſa. 60. 12, For the Nation and the Kingdom, 
that will not ſerve thee, (hall periſh, &c. | 

I ſhall-add a few Caveats. 1. Take heed of a various management of 
martteis of Religion, to the advantage of the preſent poſtures and con- 
dition of your Civil Aﬀa'rs. The things of Chriſt ſhould be as Foſephs 
Sheaf, to which all other ſhould bow. Whea they are made to cringe 
and bend to mens Policies, they are no longer the things of Chriſt : All 
Gods Truths are Eternal and Unchangeable by men : Give them all 
at ence the ſoveraiguty of your Souls, and have not ths leaſt thought: 
of making them bend to ſerve your. worldly ends, but cleave to the 
Truth of the Precepts, and live by the. Truth of. the Promiſes ; for 


pex. 


( 13 
perſormance whereor, the God of Truth hath engaged his Alfuiticiency, 
2. Take heed and beware that you deprive not any Inſtituted Chriſti- 
an Church, walking according to Goſpel Rules, of the Power and Pri- 
viledges which Chriſt hath purchaſea for them Þy his precious blood, 
and given unto them, Mat. 16.19, God calls Civil Rulers to prorect 


| and reſerve ſuch Churches if he hath given them liberty,and you ſub- 


jet them to bondage ; if he hath given them power in their proper con- 
cernments within themſelves, and you countenance and uphold others 
to exerciſe power over the Churches,in ſuch things co whom Chriſt ne- 
ver gave ſuch puwer; you will have a ſad reckontig, Remember Feprah's 
Argument againſt the encroachments of the Amozites upon the Rights of 
Iſracl, Judg.11,14. 3- Avoid carefully impoſing upon Ki Churches any 
thing that Chriſt hath not put upon them, viz. 1. Mens Opinions, e- 
ſpecially when they are ſuch as prevailed in an hour of Temptation, 
though conſented to by the ma'or part of a Topical Synod, yet diſliked 
by ſome of themſelves, and by other godly Miniſters, both in this 
Countrey, and in other Countries, fo that they are things Controverted 
and under Diſpute. Impoſe not ſuch things upon Churches, leſt Con. 
tentions ariſe in the Churches about Opinions, which are no part of the 
Faith once given to the Saints, for which we are called :to contend ear. 
neſtly, Fade 3. 2, A ſtanding Council, for which we find no warrant 
in the New-Teſtament, nor Example 1n the Primitive Churches, nor in 
Succeeding Ages, for ſome hundred years after Chritt. Nor 5 1t ſafe for 
the Churches, which are thereby ſubjected nnder an undue Power out of 
the Church, which under a pretence -— of helping the Church with: 
weir Light, bereave them of their Power.z zn re propria, binding then 
to reſt in their Deciſions, and to-practiſe accordingly, As for occaſional- 
Councils, two extreams muſt be avoided.. 1, A total rejecting Councils : 
For, when the need of any Church requireth ſuch helps, through want of 
Light, or of conſent within ic ſelf, 1n weighty and difticult queſtions, 1t: 
1s their Liherty, and Prudence, and Duty, volnntarily to ſeek help from, 
others choſen by that Church, being approved for ther Orthodoxy, and 
Faithfulneſs to Chriſt, and to lvs Cauſe, and Intereſt z And when their 
Counſel is given, it is the Dury of the ſaid Church to try 1t by the Scrip- 
ture; and if it be tound to agree with the Oracles 0: God, to acquieſce 
in it, elſe not , according to that Rule,. x Theſ.5-21. 2. A pretewing: 
the Judgment of a Council when it ſuits/wicth mens own minds, wills, 
and ends, «bove any Light for the contrary,though it Le held forth from 


the Word of God, fo as to reſt in what the Council fairh, withour con + 


dering whether 1t be according to the holy Mind and Wall of God, de- 
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Cared in the Scriptures. This is an abuſe of Councils, which hath ſharp- 
ned the Pens of Godly Learned men in their W ritings againſt it, nor 0n- 
ly againſt Popiſh Councils, which bind People to receive their Supe tic. 

' ous Devices and Impoſitions, as matters of Faith; but againſt ocher_ 
Councils, which have too, peremptorily and adſolutely obtruded their 
own Determinations without Scripture-proof. Hence Luther afhrmcd of 
the fiiſt general Council at Nice (which was accounted the deit) That 
he underſtood nor that the Holy Ghoſt ſpeak in 1t 3 and that the Canons 
and Articles thereof, were but Hay, and Straw, and Stubole. And Beza 
(in his Preface to the New-Teſtament) ſaith, That ſuch was the folly, 
12norance, and ambition of many Biſhops, 1n the Þeſt times, that you 
would have ſuppoſed the Devil to have been Prelicent in their Aſſemblies. 
And, long betore theſe, Nazianzen complained, That he never ſaw good 
end of any, and reſolved never to come at them more; yet he hved under 
the good Empcrour Theodoſius. When Councils ſeek to pleaſe themſelves 
and other men, more then to ſerve Chriſt, their Concluſions will tc an« 
ſwerable to their ſcope. Hence the German Interim was agreed upon by 
ſunidry Miniſters to pleaſe the Emperour, but other Orthodox Miniſters 
diſſented, and wrote againft it, The Synod in Exgland, under the 
Prelacy, publiſhed Superſtitious Ceremonies againſt wiuch many god- 
ly learned Miniſters wrote, and were ſilenced 3 who are, to this day, 
called, The good Old Noncouformifts : The late Reverend Teachery to re- 
eſtabliſh a Church, publiſhed a Catechiſm for the Children of 1t, where. 
in he taught chem concerning the Power of Councils; that the Queſtion 
1s carried to the Council, but the Cauſe {till remaineth 1n and with the 
Church, This ſhall ſuffice, for the preſent, to haye been Ipoken to thg 
Care that the Honourable Court 1s to Exerciſe about the things of God. 
The next things to be ſpoken to bricfly, afe the things of men ; they are 
righteous Adminiſtrations of Juſtice in matters of this Lite. Thele wheels 
alſo you are to ſet going. 1,1 upon reviſal of your Body of Laws any one 
be found to be unjuſt - and oppreſſing, let it be expunged, and altered ; 
And for thoſe that are good, provide for good execution, 2, Let the 
ſoveraign DiQates of Nature,be conſtantly attended by you, which Chriſt 

notes to be the ſum of all Moral Duries, in the two Tables, Qaod t1bt frers * 
n0u VB, alteri ne facerss, Mat.7.12. Would you enjoy peace and liberty 
11 Profeſſing and Praftifing according to the Rules of the Word, as you 
are perſwaded ; {ct ochers alſo that tear God, and walk orderly and juſt. 
ly, and peaceably with them, enjoy the like Peace and Civil Liberties, 
 Ieſtother Rulers be encouraged by your Example, to meaſure to us again, 
with what mcaſure we mete unto others, they accounting, as we do them, 
| This 
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This 15 threatned in Mat. 7.2. \ Af conclude with a brief reminding 
you of thefirſt beginning of this Colony of the Maſſachuſers, which I 
have the better advantage, and more ſpecial engagement to do 5 being one 
: of them, by whom the Patent, which you enjoy, was procured; and to 
: whom 1t was committed by King Charles the firſt, and His Majeſtics 
{ moſt Honourable "OT Council. My Name was not mentioned in the 
l 
$ 
; 


Patent, becauſe I defired it might be lefr out, left the then Biſhop of 
London, who was of the Privy Counc 1, ſhculd have an ill eye upon me 
for my appearing ſo far in that work, whercunto he was oppohit : but 1n 
expences for any. Helps to promove the Work, in the firit beginnings of 1t, 
I bore my part, mcerly tor the ſervice of Chriſt, and for the help of 
his People, I not knowing that cyer I ſhould remove unto theſe parts, by 
1 vertue of that Patent. When 1t was obtained, and cemmitted to us, we 
: were made a Corporation for New-Englard, and accordingly acted, in 
. ſundry Mectings, and choſe Mr Exdicot to be the frſt Governour, and 
ſent him hither ; and for his enconragement, we gave him an Houſe at 
E Salem, which was builc for the uſe of the Corporation in Londen ; and 
4 he carried with him two Miniſters, The next year the TR” in 
4 London, underſtangiyne that honourable Mr W:nthrope, inclined to re- 
move hinſelt and Family to New-Ergland, cholc him to be Governor, 
who came to Boſton, and with him we ſent the Patent, to prevent future | 
F inconveniencies 5 and God bleſled it to that end, as it appeared ſoon af- Fa 
terward, Inthe firſt General Court, after his Arrival, the Civil Order "# 14 
was ſettled in a Selc&t Company of Free Planters, ſuch as were accoun- oY 
red moſt fir to manage publick Truſt, to Chriſt's Ends; theſe chooſe a " 
| 
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Governour, and Deputy-Governour, and a limited number of Aſſiſtants, =— 
Inveſted with Magiftratical Power, and Depurics from the reſpectne 
Plantations, according to the Patent, which gave liberty to order Ciy1il 
Afairs, as they found beſt. Churches allo were gathered 1n a Congre- #4 
geational way, and walked therein, according to the Rules of the Go- F 
ſpel, with much peace and- conſent among themſclves, which that now 328 
bleſied Seryant of Chriſt, Mr John Cottoy,the firſt Teacher to this Church, 
ſo approved, that he wrote unto me, being then in Ho#and, to encourage 
my coming to New-Evgland, that the Order of the Churches and ot the 
Commonwealth was ſo ſettled, by common Conſent ; that it brought to 
his mind, the New Heaven and New Earth, wherein dwells Righteoul- 
neſs, adviſing me to come hither free from Engagements to others. Bur 
Satan, in a ſhort time, ſtir'd up Strifes and Difſentions, to the great d1- 
ſturbance of the Churches and of the Countrey, which God at laft mer- 
:  citully quieted 3 nor hath the Goſpel come unto you empty handed, but . 
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Jeſus Chriſt, wich Ecernal Salvation to thoſe that believe 1n him 5 And 
In its leſfhand, Riches, and Honour, with Protection and Dcliverances 
\ from Enemies of all ſorts, Now therefore take heed and beware, that 
the Lord may not have juſt cauſe to complain of us, as he did of thoſe in 
Fer. 2. 21. & Rev. 2. 4. leſt you loſe by Gods puniſhing Juſtice, what 
you received from-his free Mercy, leſt he remove the golden Candle. 
ſticks, and the burning and ſhining Lights in them, as he hathglready 
done many eminent Lights; and wo to them from whom the Golpel 1s 
remoyed, bor their abuſing it, and the Meſſengers of it, .,Aſould you yet 
fee good dayes, and enjoy good things as in times paſt ? "Wey the coun- 
{el chat the Spirit gave to the Church at Epheſms, Rev.2.5, And to the 
Angel of the.Church in Sardis, Rev. 3.2, 3- And takeghe courſe that 
Fehoſhaphat took, and was bleſſed therein, and all Fudab with him, 
2 Chron.17.3. The Lord was with Feboſhaphat, becauſe he walked 1n the 
firſt wayes of -his Father, David : And ſee that your fruitfulneſs in good, 
anſwereth the coſt & pains that God hath been at with you i his Vine- 
yard, leſt the Lord be provoked to deal with.us, -as he did with his an- 
' cient Vineyard, 1/a. 5, from the firſt to the eight yeries. 
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